
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A magical protective scroll serving as a talisman. 
 

The exact length of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

German manuscript on paper ("mounted on silk"), second 
half of the 17th century.  

Of the utmost rarity. 
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Approximately 185.2 cm x 6.8 cm (!) 
 
Sacred measurements or holy lengths (true length) were prevalent in popular 
belief. This notion was rooted in the widespread idea that one could represent a 
healing figure or venerated object through precise measurements. Possessing a 
strip of paper or fabric that matched the dimensions of a specific person or object 
was thought to confer its healing powers. 
 

Particular protective and healing effects were attributed to the 
measurements of the original body length of Jesus Christ. 
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These lengths were worn as amulets, finding special use during childbirth, where 
they would be placed on the chest or bed of women in labour. 
 
They are protective letters that trace their origins to antiquity, and in their 
Christian form, to the Middle Ages, when they were discovered as so-called 
heavenly letters, either on the altar of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome or at the tomb 
of Christ in Jerusalem. 
 
Gregory of Tours mentioned sacred measurements as early as the 6th century. 
The following is a paraphrased translation of a part of the content from this 
manuscript roll: 
 

"And whoever carries the length of our Lord with them, or has it in their home, 
shall be safeguarded from all their enemies, whether visible or invisible, and no 

evil shall harm them. And if a pregnant woman prays in full confidence of God's 
assistance to the Almighty Father in her condition, she will rejoice in a fortunate 
delivery. And in the house where the length of Jesus Christ resides, nothing evil 
can remain, and no thunderstorm shall cause it harm; it shall also be protected 
from fire and water. Furthermore, the text states that one should be safeguarded 

from sorcerers and sorceresses, from storms and hail, etc….” 
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According to historian Emanuele Lugli, the subdivisions of Jesus’s body, referred 
to as mensura Christi or longitudo Christi, were not simply curiosities aimed at 
determining Jesus’s height during his earthly life.  
 
While the mensura Christi had practical applications—reportedly offering 
protection from fire, water, the devil, and storms—it also embodied a 
worldview that evolved during the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment. 
In this perspective, measurement stood in strong opposition to evil, as it 
provided concrete form and structure to the world, whereas the devil 
represented an agent of immaterial chaos. 
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Only a very few magical manuscripts of this kind have survived, as the Church 
opposed all forms of grimoires, or magic books. This is an extraordinary 
specimen in very good condition (only a few minor old repairs visible),  
of the greatest rarity. 
 

Price: £9,800 
 

For further photos or any additional information, please contact us. 
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